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JUVENILE ACTION GROUP 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.57 pm]:  Last Friday night in Albany I had the opportunity of going out on 
patrol with the Juvenile Action Group.  The JAG project is funded from the proceeds of crime.  The team 
includes youth worker Geoff Dodson and trainee youth worker Joanne Woods.  It is also funded by the State 
Government in the form of Ted Farmer and Dallas Coyne, who are Aboriginal police liaison officers.  When on 
parole the team uses a bus to get out and meet children at risk on the streets, and also to develop a rapport with 
those who are on the streets because of problems at home.  It was disturbing to find that some of these children 
feel safer on the streets than they do at home due to either physical or sexual abuse.  The team is also able to 
provide information to these children about where they can go for assistance.  Geoff and Joanne also do follow-
up counselling two days a week with not only the children but also the parents.  The team also removes 
vulnerable children from the streets if they are in potentially dangerous situations, such as if they are intoxicated 
by drugs or alcohol, and arranges for them to be taken either home or to Young House.  Since the introduction of 
JAG there has been a noticeable drop in the number of children on the streets at night.  Over the same period of 
time the crime rate in Albany has fallen.  I am sure that JAG has had some effect on these statistics.  I 
congratulate all those involved in JAG, from the committee that oversees the project to all of the people in the 
community who support it.  JAG is doing a wonderful job for our young people in Albany. 
 


